Detection of implanted metallic devices by airport security.
Permanent metallic implants are commonly placed by interventional radiologists. The authors evaluate the ability of these and various orthopedic devices to be detected by airport security metal detectors. A variety of commonly placed radiologic and orthopedic implants were evaluated by three types of metal detectors at Toronto International Airport. No radiologic devices were detected by walk-through detectors. Metal-containing ports were the only device to set off the hand-held scanners. Radiology patients can be reassured that their devices will not set off walk-through airport security metal detectors, however, some metallic ports may be detected by hand-held scanning devices.